ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE L ~
WASHINGTON,.D.C. 20304

| - 2328/ 76

INTERNATIOMNAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

VEMORANDUM COF CONVERSATI ON
SUBJECT: Meeting wth the US Anbassador to Ghana (U)
PARTI Cl PANT
'The US Anbassador to Ghana, Shirley Tenple Bl ack
"UNI TED STATES

The Secretary of Defense, Donal d Runsfeld
Mlitary Assistant, RADM M. Staser Hol conb, USN
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Near Eastern, African and South
Asian Affairs (1SA), James H. Noyes
Director, Africa Region (I1SA), John A Reed, Jr.

Tine: 1430-1510, 1 maxch (4w

e /MJ

Place: Ofice of the Secretary of Defense, Pentagon

krg After an exchange of pleasantries, Anbassador Bl ack said

ola was very nuch on the minds of Ghanaian officials. The

Enbassy had received conflicting signals on Ghana's policy

toward the MPLA and devel opnents in Angola and was surprised

by Accra's 23 Decenber recognition of the MPLA. Secretary

Runsfel d said the Angolan situation is a very difficult one. ~0

W view Soviet and Cuban aid and activities in Angola as

synptomatic of a larger and nore inportant question in our

relationship with Mscow concerning the third world. Mscow s D

"feistiness" and willingness to commt |arge anounts of re- W
E\

sources are inportant,, as is the use for the first tine of a
. Cuban expeditionary force in Africa.

() ‘The Secretary said the US reaction to these devel opments
was conplicated by earl%/ di scl osure of the covert progranm the

public was unprepared for this revelation, and a knee jerk,

"'"no NDre Vietnams" reaction clouded the issue. Ms. Black'
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sai d Angolan devel opments had hurt the US in Ghana. Popul ar
denonstrations agai nst the Enbassy had occurred but had not
gotten out of hand. The press began a sharp'anti-American
canpai gn but had eased up'after the Ambassador spoke with
the Mnister of Information about it.

&—Anbassador Bl ack said she had several things on her m nd.
CGChana still wants to buy C 130 transports for. its Ar Force,
primarily to ease the supply problemfor Ghanaian troops serving
with the UN energency force in the' Mddle East. M. Noyes
affirmed the unavailability of FMS credits for Chana but
suggest ed t he Ambassador n1%ht want to raise the question of
possi ble EXIM credits. Lockheed produces a commercial version
of the C-130 that is virtually identical to the mlitary air-
‘eraft. Ms . Black said this was an excellent idea which she
woul d raise wth EXIM'during her visit.

(&2 The Anbassador thanked the Secretary for the planned
~increase in grant mlitary training, which she considers the
best programthe US has in CGhana. She said she hopes sone

way W |1.pe found to continue and expand it should the Congress
terminate, military assi stance programas planned after FY 77.
The Secretary responded that he,too,has been inpressed by our
mTitary training program and believes the training of foreign
mlitary officers 1s the '"best I nvestnent we can make".

) Nrs. Black then turned to Ghana's desire to establish a
Jungle Varfare center for counterinsurgency training. She
said the GOG had approached her several tines since the civil
war began in Angola last year to ask our help in this project.
She has di scouraged these requests, considering such assistance
Egtentially, damaging to the US politically, but wondered how
fense would react to such a proposal. n the general dis-
cussion that followed, it energed that no fornmal request has
been made of us on this natter and we are uncertain as to what
Chana may have in mind. The Secretary recalled the public
safety training fornerly provided by Al D and wondered if this
Is the sort of capability Accra was trying to gain.,. Ms. Black
said that Cuba wll be sending a mssion to Accra this sprin
and may plan to offer assistance in this area. M. Noyes noted
that it certainly would be better for us to provide counter-
|nsurgency training than let. the Cubans do-it. The Secretary

agreed to look into the matter and to provide Ms. Black his
t hought s.

(Lr Anbassador Bl ack then reviewed her efforts to get US naval
ships to visit Accra and to persuade one of our service bands
to cone to Ghana. M. Noyes said Navy is |ooking into the
Fossibility of a West African tour by one or nore naval units
ater this year. |If such visits are approved, Accra would be
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included. Secretary. Rumsfel d said we nmight be able to solve

both matters by enbarkinﬂ a band fronmione of the larger Sixth
Fleet units on-a ship scheduled to visit Ghana. The-Anrbassador

sali d she hoped sone such arrangenment coul d be nade.

(U As the nEetlngzended Ms., Black urged the Secretary to
visit CGhana. Mr. Runsfeld replled that, much as he personally
woul d I'ike to nmake an African trip, his schedul e probably would
not permt it. .
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